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TO THE RIGH IT 
worthipfull, M. John Hutton Eſquire, 


Geoige Gitford wiſheth heakh and in- 
Sh, creaſe of worſhip. 


&T is more then halfe a yeere 
| 8 (Right worſhipfull) ſipce [ 
handled this Parable of the 
TAR SOwer, in a Sermon at Lon- 
don. Being inſtantly vrged 
by a friend which heard me, to put it in 

writing , although I was very vnwilling, 
for ſundry conſiderations, yet J made 
ſomepromile it leaſure chould ſerue, Af. 
terward when I would very gladly haue 
bene releaſed ar her hands, vhom I pro- 
miſed, Icould by no meanes obteine it. 
Thaue therefore at the laſt ſo nigh as I 

bull, ſer dow ne in writing, that which 
Ithen vttered in ſpeaking, I knowe that 
I haue emitted ſome things in the par- 
ticulat applications, and exhortations 
which I Made: and allo 1 haue added 
ſomewhat which either the came not to 
minde,orels time did not ſerue to han- 
dle. Jam bolde to preſent and dedicate 
this my poore trauell vnto your wor- 
ſhip,moued thereto with diuers reſſ pects 
as thinking my ſelte in duetie bounde, 
A BB - not 
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Tu- Epiſtle Deditatork, *- 

not onely with this common and gctie- 
rall bonde that yee.are:one which long 
time haue proteſled the glorious Goſpe 
of Ieſus Chriſt : but with divers more 
ſpeciall, whichare ſo well knowen vato 
you, that it were needeleſſe for me to re- 
cite them: onely thus much, ſeeing I was 
borne & brought vp vnder you, ny Pa- 
rents receiving benefits daily from you, 
I thinke I ought, when as I ant net able 
ta make any recompẽce, atleatro ſhew 
ſometoken of a gratefull minde>;But eſ- 
pecially I am moued hereuntet, with 
conſideration of the greateſt -bleſsing 
which all my kinred haue eniqyed by 
you now ſo long, in prouiding and pro- 
curing 3 inſtruction! Eray 
you accept of my good wil, and accqunt 
of mee as one that prayethateithe b orde 
for you, that he wil mulriply and ingreaſe 
his good gifts ſtill in you, to che gigrie 
of his holy name, the benefitte of his 
Church, and your endeleſſe comſforte in 
Ieſus Chriſt, Amen. . 


Yours for euer to commaund 
in the Lord. | 


* George Gifferas 
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Mat. 13. 


I T Nthat day leſus went out of the 
houte, and ſate by the Sea ſide. 
And there was gathered vnto him a 
multitude, ſo that he entred into a 
ſnippe, & ſate down, and the whole 
multitude ſtoode on the ſhoare. 
And he ſpake many things vnto thẽ 
by Parables, ſaying: Behold a Sower 
went foorth to ſowe. 
And as he ſowed, ſome ſeedes fell b 
the way ſide: and the foules came, 
and eate them vp. 
Other fel vpon io ny ground, where 
they had not much earth, and by & 
by they ſprang vp, becauſe they had 
not depth of earth. 
And when the Sun roſe, they were 
parched, and becauſe they had no 
roote, they withered. 2 
Other fell among thornes, and the 
thornes grew vp and choked it. 
Other fell into good ground, and 
brought foorth fruite, one {cede an 
hundreth folde, another fixtic, ano- 


thex thirtie. A. iii. 9 He 
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9 He that hath cares to e. 10 him 
| heare. 


Lthough the iZetwep „at 
Iſuche time as our Sau- 
our Chailt came into the 
* W wonkde, had the wozde k 
7 n Cod among them: and had 
dio the temple and Sina⸗ 
gognes where they heard p (ame reade and 
expounded : pet their ſtate was very miſe⸗ 
rable, foz Chꝛiſt ſaith, they were as ſheps 
without a ſhepheard: becauſe their tea- 
chers, the @cribes t Phareſies, being choa- 
ked with conetouſnefſe, t puffed vp with 
bainegloze, were become ſtarkenaught, 
co2rupt in manners, and cozrupting tte 


woꝛd with their fond gloſes : their teaching 


alſo was ſo cold, and with ſo little power 


euen in that wvich they taught truelp, that 


the people had no great lift to heare them. 


Wut when lohn Baptiſt the foꝛerunner of 


Chꝛiſt, was raiſed vp to publiche the bes 
beginning of the Goſpell, and to pꝛepate the 
way fo; the Loꝛde: he like a ſounding and 
ſhzuil Trumpet, with the power of his woꝛd 
ſhoke their hearts, and rowſed their D20W- 


fines, lo that from his time the „ 
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Parableof the cower · 
afheanen luffred violence. Mhen Chꝛilt 


Jeſus him ſelfe vttered his voice in pꝛea⸗ 
ching, and his diutne power in wozkin 

wonders, there appeared ſuch a wonderfull 
maieſtie in his perſon , as did ama ze the 


e and geare him, they ſermed to tozget them 
ſelues and their ſtate, in leauing all wozld- 
ly affaires, as the hulbandmen then piough, 
the Artiſicers their craftes and ictences;fol- 
lowing him into the wildernes with their 
wines and their childzen laggerina at their 
heeles, ſo great was their zeale. So that, 
as hefoꝛe almoſt all did periſhe in that mi- 
ſerable ate they were in: now it ſeemed 


rable multitude did with ſuch care imbꝛace 
the heanenly doctrine, as that they ſhould 
be moſt happy and come to eternal life: but 
this was otherwiſe , feꝛ cur ſauieux Chalk 
ſheweth herre, p of this great heape £ rables 
ment of people, p were lo zealous, and tras 
uelled ſo far to heare him, there were th:e& 
partes which did not pyoſit by his doctrine 
but continued ſtill damned 4 fozlozne crea- 
A. iii. tures 


hearers : where vpon his fame was nopſed 
far and nere, ſo that they came running out 
of all quarters ofthe land by beapes, fo2 to 


that the greateſt part, 02 at left antcnumes 
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ASermon'on tie 


fares , onely one part of foure , are true 
ſchollers. And becauſe we be ranke:hipga 
crites, pꝛone & redp to deceiue our (eines, 
Chꝛilt Jeſus lapeth open the matter (0 
plainip, and in ſo familiar a kinde ot tea⸗ 
ching, that vnlelle we wilkullp biinde eur 


ſelues, we cannot but ſee how the caſe fans 


deth in every of vs, each man in bimleife; 
foꝛ he t=keth a ſimilitude from a Sower of 
cone, Which going and caſting his ſeede as 


bꝛoad, it ligüöteth vpon ſundzy kindes of 


ground, ſome faileth by the way fide, whers 
the path is trampled and beaten ſmothe, 
and harde by mens feefe, and is made likg a 
pauement, and there it lyeth abcue- the 
ground altogether vncoucred, the Jfcuics 
come by and by and pick it vp. 

Dome faileth into fony greunde , 02 
rockie, 82 as S. Luke ſaith, vpon a ro ke: 


- Where there is a litle thinne cruſt of e. rth 


in the top and lome moiſlure in which the 
ſeede is a litle ccucred, a becauſe the earth 


which vooth cauer it is but ſhatlowe , it 


ſpꝛingeth vp quickly and bzancheth, and is 


Freſh and gerend, and being ſo god, ſermeth 
to be foꝛward com, and. ſuch as would yelb 


0 che Hul handnian a plentifull 1 
| Os ut 


Parable of the Sower. 


elfe deepe enough to ſucke iuyce out of 
the ground fo2 the nouriſhment of the 
blade, when the parching heate of the Dun 
lighteth vpon it, then it is d2yed vp, and 
ſcoꝛched, and dyeth, and neuer beingeth 
foꝛth fruite. Some other doth fall a- 
mong thoꝛnes: there is deapth of earth 
foꝛ the ſeede to grow, ſo that it ſpꝛingeth 
vp. and not onelp a blade, but alſo a faſke, 
and commeth lo tarre as to haue the eare: 


but the thozncs growe vp with it, ouer⸗ 


chadowe and choake it, in ſo much that the 
CTozneintheeare , can not haue the bene- 
fit of the Dunne to make it ripe: there- 
foꝛe the fruit that it ſeemeth to bꝛing foꝛth 
commeth to naught . Some other ſeedes 
fall into good ground, and grow vp, and 
bꝛing foꝛth ſealonable fruite, one karnell 
an hundꝛeth, another ſixtie, another thir⸗ 

tie. This is the Parable. Now foz the 
meaning of it, wee are nat to ſeeke karre, 
neither to goe by coniedures, foz Chꝛiſt 
han ſelle doth expounde and interpꝛete e- 
_ uery part of it a lifle after this Chapter: 
J neede not but to lay open his expo- 


ſitton. 
The 


but becauſe the roote can not ſpzeade if 
fe 
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A Sermon on the 
Che leede is the woꝛde of God: the (ys 
er of if is the Preacher and publyſher 
of the ſame: foz as the Sower doth fill 
his hande and ſo caſteth it abꝛoade vppen 
ths grounde, not letting it ſeede by ſeede, 
2 choſing a place fo2 euerie ſœde, but 
where it lighteth: even ſo the pꝛeacher 


doth caſt fozth the woꝛde antong the peo⸗ 


ple, and loke howe the grounde is inte 
which it falieth , fo doeth it pꝛolper: fo2 
your heartes are the grounde vppon which 
it is caſte : you that are the hearers and 
amonge whome the ſeede is ſowen, haue 
enerie one a hearte which is one of theſe 
fours ſoꝛtes of grounde , vppon which the 
fee falleth: and becaule the ſeede hath been 


and is ſtill daily ſowen among ye, I thinke 


this parcell ef Scripture is verie fit and 
agreeable, euen as a touchſtone fo2 euerie 
one to trye him ſelfe withall , whether hc 
bane rightly embzaced the Golpell, and 


were this, when we haue lo iuſt and plane 
a rule, not to meaſurc our ſelues with 


if. wut going on, on, nothing confider 


whether wee bee not ⸗one of thole thee 
eutll ſoꝛtes of grounde, which —_ the 
Ede, 


ä r JA am. al erwy e 


to his faluation : foꝛ what a ſottiſhneſſe 


Parable of the Sow er. 
ſede, but bzing fozth no fruite, thinking 
we be well if wee pꝛoleſſe the Oolpell oz 
heare it, afteranyſozte. Let vs goe foz⸗ 
warde: thoſs which receine the {cede by 
the way fide, are they which heare the 
woꝛde and do not vnderftande it, then 
commeth the euill one, o2 as Saint Luke 
| Cayeth, the Deuill, and taketh it away 
krom their heart. In thele firſt kinds of 
bearers, wer haue to obſerue, howe that 
their heartes being hard and (moth lpke 
a path that is trampled and beaten with 
mens ſtete the woꝛd hath no entrance, but 
eth aboue vnconered : foꝛ lyke as when 
a man caſteth an handfull of coꝛne vpon 
d very hard and ſmoth path, it is all one as 
ik it were caſte vpon a pauement : ſo alſo 
thꝛoughthe cuſtome and deceittulnes of ſin⸗ 
ning, the deuil hath made the hearts of theſe 
vnmecte to receiue the heauenly ſcede of the 
woꝛd: and loke how ve fe Crowes & other 
foules follow the hæles of the Bower, to 
picke vp and degoure ſuch karnels as do 
lpe vnconered : in like maner do the deuils 
come lpke grady koules into the aflem- 
blies, where the wo d of Cod is pꝛeached, 
to take it away frem the heartes of the 
people 


oꝝ bee of that fonde and doltich d 
thinnke that the dincll hath nothing to doe 


A sSermon on the 


people that it map not growe there, This 


peradnenturs will ſeeme ſtraunge to ſome, 


that Satan ſhould haue any entrance into 
the Church among Gods people, ſpecially 


when they bee abotfffhe beſt and moſt ho- 


Ip exerciſes of hearing the worde and 


ofp:ayer . How ſtrange ſo euer it may 
feeme, and how many ſoeuer haue beene, 
pinton , ta 


them, oꝛ commeth not neere them, 
when they bee aboute theſe holy thinges: 
wee are to beleeue Chꝛiſt who telleth vs 
the contrarie: and wee are wiſely to conſi⸗ 
der, that when wee are nigheſt that which 


nimie readieſt at hand, and doth moſt bu⸗ 
Alp beſtirre him. It this were not vtte⸗ 
red by our Sauiour Chꝛict him ſelfe, wes 
might wonder, and foꝛ mine owne part 
J would not ceaſe wondering to ſee many 
hearers which carry away almoſt nothing 
which is to anp purpoſe: let a man tell a 
long ſtoꝛp in a woꝛldlp matter, they 
haue witte enough to recite it in oꝛder a⸗ 
Mine, any to keepe it in remembꝛante 
a long 


thould do sur ſaules good, then is this e⸗ 


Y dt them ſo ſoone as they bee out at the 
Church doꝛes, ve ſhall eaſily perceyue that 


n that wee ſhoulde bee ruledby it. Kot: 
vsſheroſoze dearely beloued; { 


* 
9 


Parable vf the Sower. 


n longe time after : but let the pꝛea 
ſpeake neuer fo plaine , althergh the they lit 
aid looke him in the face, pet if pe enquire 


(as the common ſaying is) it went in 
at the one eare, and out at the other. They 
will ap peraduenture, after this maner, 
it was a good Sermon. J woulde wee 
coulde follow it, hee ſaide very well: hee 
is a perficte readie man in the Pulpet. 
But atke, what doctrine did hee handle? 
Then are they at a pauſe, and ſet at a dead 


lift. They will make this ant were: wer 


are not able to carry awap ſo much as 


other can; neuertheleſſe wee hope _ 
Wes! bee ag good towarde God, 
they that carry away most. They "wilt 
alſd confeffe that the woꝛde ofGod is good, 


if. wee de⸗ 


ſtre not io bee of the number of theſe n 
marke well the ſubtill ſleightes, and pol⸗ 
lictr ofthe Winell, How'heechambteth and? 
tonueveth the matter with this kinde: 00 
There is no doubte of this; bub) 


people. 
_ i * can hee will d2awe away the 
minde 


cher 
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ſome thoughtes into their mindes, where: 
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A Sermon on the 


minde from comming to the Sermon , 
one pelting lefte oꝛ other muſte come in 
the waye : if there bee no wozidly buſts. 
nelle to bee done: then a paire of catdes \ 
92 tables oz ſome honeſt recreation, it 
ſhould bee nowe no god ciuthitie to part 
companye when — yp- are-met toge- 
ther, this is the ſureſt wape if it maye 


bee obtained: but what if hee faile here⸗ 


in: They come to the plate wyers the 
ſede ſhalbe ſowen, ſit downe, and minde 
to heare : then the next way is to come 
with them, and to attende at their glbocs 
ſeeking how to depzine them of the woꝛde. 
Howe his beſt way is to bꝛing them a- 
fiepe becauis they were then as god bee 
abſent: oꝛ into a ſlumber; that they way 
heare onely a.ſounde and aconlaſed 
ming, without any perſenetaunce of the 
chinges vſtered :-o2 cls when they heare 
any perfect ſentence, oꝛ afewelentences, 
they know not why thep bee vttered:, be⸗ 
— they heard not that which went be- 
Duch as are not ſa bꝛeuſte headed; 
being wakefull, be (eketh ſfillto conney 


abutes ther may bee occupied , and their 
vnder⸗ 


matter. Seeingt his greate daunger, we 
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parable of the Sower. 


bnrerfanding dꝛawen away : the minds 
of a man beeing light and inconſtant, it 
hee can put in but one mot:on , it often- 
times dꝛaweth with it ſo manye linkes 
as make vp a whole chaine, in the meane 
time the Wzeacher goeth en, and he vn- 
derſtandeth not what was ſalde, and ſo 
when his mind returneth, he can haue ns 
ſounde knowledge of the thinges vttered, 
but a confuſed opinion: into theſe by 
thoughtes, men are oftentimes bzought; 
euen by occaſion of ſome wozde oz ſen⸗ 
tence which they heard vttered, and arg 
taried ſo farre,that they cannot of long time 
recouer their minde to baing it againe to the 


ought when wee come to heare Gods woꝛd 
taught, to make account that we goe a- 
bout a very hard woꝛke, that we goe to en- 
counter with ſatan hand to hand, who ſee⸗ 
keth then moſt buſily to ſteale away our 
Hart: that he may make that woꝛd fruetles 
in vs, & cauſe vs to ſin greeuouſly againft 
God. There is no one man which maketh 


- conſcience of hearing Þ woꝛd rightly, which 


letting theſe thinges together, the reverence 
we owe vnto it, the ſtedines of our minde, 
which 


2 bodily labour. Here is therefo:e a 
leſlon foꝛ evert man to applye fo hüumleike 
when hee is going to heare the woꝛde, to 
thinke J am nowe going abeut a great 

wozke, I thall bee to weake if the Noꝛde 
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which ſhenld be vpon it, and withe care fo 
Keepe it, but will eaſily graumt that it is 


as hard and painetuil a traneil to do this, 


as foz the man that wozketh in the ſo⸗ 


God doo not mightelp alliſt mee: fo 
J am not to ſitte downe there at eaſe, but 
to wzeltle and ſtruggle with the Di⸗ 


uel, and with all the cozruptions of ming 
oivne fleſhe, and hardeneſſe of my heart: 
that my minde may bee kept: ſtedfalf 


bpon the woꝛde, that J may recoptte if 
with all reuerence and feare, as the woꝛds 
of the great and gloꝛious God: not to 
iudge of it at mine owne pleaſure, but to 
craue wiſedome from the Loꝛde: not to 
heare it and to let it goe, but to keepe it a 
A molt pꝛetious Jewell locked vp in mx 
heart, that J my gupde mp telle there 
by. And we ſhall be a great deale the ras 
ther moqed to this diligence, if wee con⸗ 


Mer what a companion wee cary about 
n vs, and: on a gueſt wee lodge 


withall 


Patable of the Sower, 


u; when wee ber ſuch as heare tho 
and do not keepe it. Fo? US 
us · that it is the veuill which das 


notitech. the fe&ede which was ſowen in 
bulk Feart : if any make none account to 
baut him poſſeſſing their minde, and hard⸗ 
— their heartes ;agatnlt the wo2d : then 
l them continue in their floth to heare 
with dꝛoloſie mindes, to heare and not to 
Inderſkand: to regard the holy w92d, but 
as the word of a man: to make little ac- 
fount fokepeit. But if her thinke it a 
moſt miſerable thing to haue ſo filthie a 
cat, and ſo foule a ſpirit to lodge in his 
belt: if hee thinke it to be a mott vile fla- 
usrys tobe vanquiſhed and ouertome of ſo 
an enemp; to be lead captiue aud 
kept thꝛall vnder ſuch a tyꝛant: then let 
2 thinke alſo howe miſerable a thing 
is to be ſuch a kinde of g ound as deth 
regeine the ſ@de by the way ſide: foꝛ vn⸗ 
doirhtedly howſoeucr men teme to defy 
— and curſe him as though hee 
ſhould not come nigh them, vet ſeeing it 
is no moꝛtall man but the Lozde Jeſus 


n him ſelle, whotelet vs a 


*th this: whiche as a greedy Fowle de · 
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the dineil is not onely-nigh, but in thel 
kin 8 _ . 0 hear 
Heartes ing their eyes, 4-1 
molt conſtantly to beleene it. . that 

chal deepely weigh the eſtate ol our Church 
at this day , will ſoone bee bzought to tan⸗ 
kalle, that there bee many of this firſt ſozte 
of hearers, they ſhall perceyne it right 
well by this, that they are not able in any x 
wile to iudge oz put difference between 
ſound t ſincere pꝛeaching, and vaine pzat- 
ling: they know not when the. Pzeachtx 
doth miniſter vnto them wholeſome foe, 
and when there is nothing but chaffe and 
winde: pee ſhall heare them highly 


commend ſome Herman, as a matter 


wozthy to bee wꝛitten in letters. of golde, 
when as in deede it deſerueth not ſo much 
as to be noted with a coals, A ſpeake not 
of thoſe ſily wꝛetches, which were nener 

as pet acquainted with pꝛeaching, ig; it 
is no great maruell, though they bee. not. 
able to diſcerne chalke [from cheele : oz be⸗ 
ing blinde to indge of-colours, but to 
ſuch as long time haue beene heaters, and 
1 the wiler, becauſe they are not 
to iudge when ſound and netellatis 
{20s 
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Parable of theSower, 
concluſions ars dzawne ont of the wozdes 


buf is all ono with them, - whether the 
roaſon that is made be good oz bad, ſtroug 


92 weake : yea farther pee ſhall perceyus 
that euen a lille ſhew ofa reaſan althengh 
neuer ſo doltiſh, being agamſt true godli- 
neiſe, doth moze pꝛeuaile with them, 
then a multitude of infaluble pzoofes , al- 
though they bee neuer ſo ſure: and that 
which is ſo groſſe and ablurd that a childe 
may laugh at, ſeemeth to them a verie 
Erong piller to leane to. There neeveth 
no moze when a man pꝛeacheth vnto 
them, but a glozious ſhew of learning, a 
ſweete ringing vopce,, & matters ſo ſtrange 


and ſtraungelv handled, that they may bes 


bought inte a wonderment of that they 
know nor. And Vatan hath many chap⸗ 
laines fit foz this turne, to ſerue the vaine 
bums; offuch people, and to (et foozth them 
ſelues after apompous ſozt : moze ſeeking 
their one vaine glozy , then the glozy of 
the Golpell:, in the conuerſion of the peo⸗ 
ple, The lecond kinde of grounde are 
they which recgpue the [cede vpon the harde 
e, where there is ſome entrance, and 
wozd hath a 1 root in them, ſoꝛ as 
8. U. 
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not at all fo heare it: thep come not 


ASermon on the 
it were the top of their heart is ſoft afs 
ter a ſozt, and there it is couered alitle, 
and it groweth vp quickly, and ſpzingeth 
freſh, they ſeeme to be ſtout and excellent 
p2ofeſſours , they bꝛag of great zeale : a 
man would take them to be ſincere; and (6 
they take them ſelues : but when the Sun 
ariſeth, that is, the firie triall oz parching 
beat ofperſecution, they ſtumble and fall a- 
wap, and becauſe the woꝛd had no deepe 
rote in them, it withereth and bzingeth 
fo:th no fruite-: theſe alſo are not p2ofited 
by the wo2de of grace, but are fill caſta- 
wayes and damned creatures: in this 
kinde of grounde, oꝛ in theſe bearers, if 
wee note well, we ſhall ſe that which is 
ffraunge and wonderfull: when Choifk 
ſayth and teſfifieth of them, that they 
reteiue the woꝛde with io y: theſe be not 
blaſphemers oꝛ perſecutoꝛs of the woꝛde: 
they be not contemners which regarde 


bnder a ſhewe o2 p2etence as to a thing 
which other wile they haue no care noz 
feling of, oꝛ which they delight not foz 
to heare, but how? They receiue it with 


* take ſuch pleaſure therein, * re⸗ 
ur⸗ 


'Parable of the Sower, 


turning they can ſay, ſurely: this was « 
verie notable peece of wozke,aud well han⸗ 


deled, J am glad that 4 heard it, it doeth 
mae euen as much god as my meate, 
would goe a mile to heaxe the like againe. 
Js not this then merneylous and feare- 
full, that a man may goe thus far, and yet 
be acaſtaway, and a fozlozne wꝛetch ? Jt 
is not a thing to be: wondered at, when 
the holte ſcriptures giue ſentence againſt 
thoſs — villaines, which ſet them⸗ 
ſelues againſt God, and treade downe his 
lawes : but when God vttereth this ſharpe 
ſentenco agaynlf this zcalous kinde st 


men, if it cauſe vs not 6 wonder, vet it 


may make vs to treinble, when we ſee that 
à man map p2oceede thus farre in religion 
and yet be damned. Mhen we vnderffana 
that a man may be zealous, æ ready to hear 
2 reaching, vnderſtandeth, carrieth away, 


in it, and pet neuer the better, abiving 

ill vader the curle. But there be ſome 

which will obiect againſt me and lap, this 

is no god manner of teaching, fo: the vſe 

of true teaching, is to builde vp and edt- 

* 1 faith; but this ſæmeth ta ike away 
ES khe 


teth it grow in his heart, hath ſome toy 


A Sermon on the 


thecertaintie of faith from all, fo that no 
man can tell whether hee ſhatl bee ſaneds 


Foxby what meanes can a man make a 


better tryall: and pzoofe of bis faith then 
this. that he gineth eare to Gods woꝛde, vn- 
— it;c it;carryety it away, and ioyeth 
in it? Ik ſuch a man may bee damned, 
who may not deſpaire 2 AF anſwere with S. 
Paule. 1. Cor. 10.12, He that thinketh 
he ſtandeth, let hum take hesde hee doo not 
fall,” It the admonition were neceſſaty to 
the Corinthes, it᷑ is neteſſarie fo2 vs all. 


One of that pꝛincipall endes and vies of 


pzeaching , is to gine men warning that 


they do not deceiue them ſelues with every | 


Kinde of faith oꝛioꝝ in the wozde: but fo 
looke fo2 good and ſound tryall in them 
ſelues: which is not the way to bzing men 
fo diſpaire, but to bzing them fo true godli⸗ 
neffe : to cauſe them to ſhake off ſeturiiit 
and looſneſſe in the ſeruice of Cod: to be- 


ware leaſt their hartes bee hard ſill with- 


in: it cauſeth men to try (hem ſelues leak 
they ſhould be dece pued by a baine ſhadow 
of a dead and fruitleſſe faith: Foꝛ Chat 
ſaith, that kehrte belecue (foꝛ ſort is expꝛeſ- 
ſed by S. Luke tze 8. 13) and loy = 

the 


Parable of the Sower; 


the woꝛde, and vet are damned. Then let 
vs tame to the particular applying of this 


point : to ſee how wee ars to deale with 


our ſelues, when ve receaue the woꝛde take 
heede that ye cue it deapth ol earth enough. 


rocke of tone within, but lee that it bee 
vigged and ſoftened te the botfome, that 
1 pap roote deepe enough. 
Alas, what a miſeralbe thing is it, when 
hut hath ginen vs warning heere lo 
plainely, 702 a man to bee a 3c:alous goſpels 


ler, not oneiy willing to heare, but hath 
an tarneſt deſire , and trauaileth to heare, 


taketh pleaſure and delight when hee hea⸗ 
roth, yet nenerthelile, becauſe hee taketh 
no heede cpersto, his heart withm is ſo ſto⸗ 
ne: that he heareth but to his further in⸗ 
creaſe of damnatien. Pany thinke it go⸗ 
well with them when as they receyue 
teſtimonie from men: hee is a ſounde 
9. he fauoureth and delighteth in 
the truth, theſe in deede be greate tokens ol 


the leare ol Gad, but pet we are not to reſt in 


them: our chiele dealing is bet weene God 
and our heart, ę that in this thing whether 
B. ilij. our 


loake that your hearte bee not ſoft and 
piiabls-enough a litis aboue , and a hard 
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and power of the ſame : their tender heart 


in their, affections, although they ſeme 
and 


0 — „ 
* 


A Sermon on the 

ent hesrt be not harde andreckie. :Thols: 
are-8 thouſande times happie, which; ale 
melting heartes and ſoft — ſo that 
Goyps wo2de doeth pearce into them , and 
cauſeth them to tremble at the maieſtre 


both ſigh and mourne foꝛ their iniquilie. 
As on the contrarie part, they whichmake 
no conſcience of ſinne, but are hardened. 


ts be: in god caſe , vet are they curled 
that goth fra Yet emery man eſis 
goeth from ermon ,. carry this: 
With him : J heare by Chziſtes ons. 
_—_ 2ds. that there is a ſtony ground where, 
the ſeds falleth : where it groweth bur 
not deepe inough, it foaingeth yp but doth. | 
not byung fw:th fruit, this is a ul! 
caſe, i I ſhould be in the number of theſe. 
fo2 then all my labour is loft, whiche J. 
beſfowe in freoucnting Sermons, pea, it, 
were much better that J hed neuer heard: 
Ifeeicthat J ioye in it, J weutd not fg 
any thing but J had heard it: but Chaiſt. 
faieth that the repꝛebate, ſome of them 
do heate the wond with toy, ſo that if A 
lake not narrowly to mine owne 1 


| Parable ofthe Server; ? 


fo: all this beedamned : there 
Zone ro oner the Beste: sh, 
f touer 

that my heart be ſoftened i ſuch ſoꝛt, 

that 3 feele the rate gosth deepe, vea, ſo 
derpe, hat if can neuer be roted put; And 
therefoze lęt him continnally cry vnto God 
and ſap : O ode make ſoft my hard and 
ſconie heart, let it be a melting beart,that 
thy holie woꝛde map growe in it fo2 euer. 
J waulde to GO D, this doctrine of aur 
Daujour Chꝛiſt, mir 


tmake euer ie of vs 
as indtede if it were 
> fearefull, that it 
es to 
loſes 


eighed ,::if is 

_ cauſe the haire of our 
ſtand bp) foꝛ then would wee not ſo 
lis: and ſecurelis walke in the hardnes of 
sur heartes, there weuld not bee ſo ma⸗ 
nye backſliders in time of perſecution : 


there woulde not ber ſo manye bzaneboa- 


ſters and pꝛaters of Religion, who are 
rgadie to pull in their hoꝛnes, and to hide 
their heades, ſo ſone as there is anpe 
feare of daunger, oz Ipkclyhod of per- 
ſecution : nepthcr wauld men beare them⸗ 
Fines in band, ha - betolly 3 


o 


i 
90 


A Sermon onthe 
lie, wen ther haue but a litle taftes* 

ofthe wozve,andare no moꝛe but emptie 
barrets , which giue a greate ſounde. Bere 
then wee be ſet a wozke with great tople, to 
haue this ſame hard ſtony: ground mads 
belt, and fit ts receyuethis heauenly ſeede. 
And hee which is not caretull in this point, 
to take paines, ves hall ſee him ware ſo 
darde, that euen as a continu all raine dꝛop⸗ 
ping vpon a Nocke of ſtone maketh it ne- 
ner the lofter , ſo nothing can make his 
hearffo relent. This may teach vs then 
to ceaſe matuelling, when doe ſee ſo many- 
which willingly gine them ſelues to bee 


4 „ and baue lil till litle- remozce of 
e. a s £ 
The Lodfoz his mercyſake make vs 


wile and ſharps ſighted to indge of our 
ſelues : not to to bee leade- on fozwarde in a 
tarnalt pzofoffion , but fo giue ceedite to 
sur heanenty teacher, Who hath heers- 
opencdhis holy month to inſtructe vs ſa 
plamely , and befoze hand to warne vs 
of the great daunger : that wee may ſtirra 
vp our ſelues, and bee quicksned in duk 
dull ſpirites, with all humble ſubmiſſon, 


and bowing — our neckes, to res 
ceius 


Parable of the Sower, 


ecine the dectrine of our Lozde, and fo 
open our heartes in ſuch ſozte that hee may 
dads inthem, andthzuſt in his ſpade to 
the bottome, Foz otherwiſe , it can not 
goe well with vs. Ik this were pꝛactiled 
among ds , wee ſhoulde not — ſo ma⸗ 
np olive ruſtie Pꝛote ſtantes: whith if a 
man talke with them from moꝛzning to 
night , they are able to continue ſprach in 
reciting Kozies and places of Stripturs, 
and will btter matter agatuſt the dearine 
of the Pope : but leta man vrge them 
with the doctrine of regeneration, and tand 
Vpon the neceſſitte of fincere Repentance, 
ſhewing them that they muſt be truly hum⸗ 
bled bnder the burthen of their ſinnes, that 
them ult moztifie and ſubdue their carnal 
liſtes : this is tos barde a cruſt fo2 their 
olbe teeth. This matter doth marreall: 
this doth robbe them of their glozy: and 
therefoze they can not willingly abide ko 
heare of it. 

ALtt vs come now to the thirde kinde of 
grounde, which. reterusth ihe (cede emong 
ebe thoznes: here is depth enough of 
earth : fo that as the ſccond ſozte ot hea⸗ 
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A Sermon on the. 


dd thoſe ſeeme to goe farre beyond them, 
and. fo come nigher to eternall life, foz 
pore the wazd doth grow and hath rote 
- that it ſpringeth forth lo faire, 
— hilt ſaieth, it groweth vp, and the 
thoznes grow vp with it, the ſtalke doth 
Gots fozththe care, and lacketh but ris 
png. Foz this may bee p2oued by. Saint 


leſph orountes) that is, ſuche as beare 
ripe and timely fruite: foꝛ theſe pꝛofeſ⸗ 
ſoʒs do manye: god woꝛkes, and ns 
to. being fa2th the fruites of the Golpell: 
aud that in (ache wiſe that men can not 
alwayes diſcerne them, but thinke their 
derdes to bee notahle: but Cheiſte Jeſus 
dath ſhewe that their woꝛkes befoze God, 
Kan onely cannot bee deceiues) are as 

02ne which lacketh riping, which hee- 
ing overſhadowed with buſhes, withe⸗ 
reth in ths eare and commeth to naught: 


this is a daungerous caſe if wee loke 


not to it: That a man maye heare the 
Golpell pzcached, carrie it away, bee mo⸗ 
ned thereby fo do manie god wozkes: 
and pet bee damned. Yee is a thouſande 


_— madde therefoze, which —_— 


uke, who ſaieth that they bee not (Je- 


tion oꝛ intent: buf withall J ſape, that 


Pa rable of the Sower. 
toke to him ſelfe in 1 
ſoundnes there is in the kruites of his fa 
and how ſincercly he doeth imbꝛace Sus 
woꝛd. As befoꝛe J ſaide, 
obiect and ſay, this will deſtroy the faith, 
foam Jſure that here it will be ſaide much 
moze : becauſe this ſemeth to take away 
the ſureſt triall of faith: if a man may not 
by and by ſap, J haue god wozkes , there- 
koꝛe J haue the true and liuely kaith: Jan⸗ 
were, that whoſocuer hathany god wozke 
in him, the ſame hath the true faith which 
hath bꝛought fozth that god Wozke , be- 
cauſe it is impoſſible without faith to Dro 
any god thing, o2 to haue any gad mo⸗ 


it is one thing to ſerme god befoze men, 


there is little difference betweene the 
god derdes of them which feare God fin- 
cerely, and the vntimely fruite of wo2ld- 
linges: but God whoſe eye doth not loke 


bpon the outward thewe , but the inward 
affection , ſeeth which p2oceedeth of fayth, 
and which _ pꝛoce de of vaine glozie, 

* x, 


that ſome would 


aud another thing fo2 to ber god in derde 
befoze God, In outwarde appearaunce, 


10 
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oe . thoznes do grow bsh. 
03 were it not fo the pleaſures of this 
there would be no cares ofſriches : hes 
which doth ſeeke greedely foz wealth, it s 
either becauſe hee would bee able to haue 
Wherewithall to fill the luſtes of the fleſh, 
and to pamper his body delicately : oz els 
to let fozth him ſeife in pꝛyde, and to clyme 
ambitionſlytohonour - Foz ſſo long as a 
man doth take pleaſure in anp of theſe, ſo 
long hee is tonetous and raketh together 
much, that as the common ſaping is, 
bee raketh vp the 1 all. UWohatf 
malt we doo then? are as a 
ound that is __th and bzingeth foozth 
| many weedes : 9 


ov 
ſpea- 
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parable of the Ser, 


vos ph 0 can not come. to an ende, be⸗ 
tau che tonnen can not bee vtteriꝑ ro- 


2 are greatly ouerſeene which 
et bee an eaſte thing to p2ofetſs 
onto ſaluation: and make no far- 
er atcotinte but ts bee. Goſpellers , at 
- eaſe e ik they can vanquiſh in diſputation, 
to thinke they haue woone the fielve : no, 
no, cher haue a heart which is heard to o. 
nervane : they haue thoꝛnes which will 
be deſtroped: here lyeth the victo- 
rie und getting ofthe ſpurs: this man ſhall 


bp jim leife te the power of Gods 
— purge. his heart, and to make 
om assets the holy woꝛde, that it may grow 


any hen becauſe ye hath jwillingly gi⸗ 


| lde heere, both of the tome and alſo 


A Sermon on the 
Pow let vs marke well that which is 


of the thoznje graunde, howe karre they 
pꝛoteede in p2ofelling Chzilt,: and imbꝛa⸗ 
ting his Goſpell: and wee ſhall plainely 
yay how greatly thoſe carnall: Goſyellers 
which will not haue Faith to bee tryed by 
the fruites, are decepued: Faith, Faith, 
(ſay they) is that. which. doth infſlifie , it 
is true in deede, but not a fruitleſſe fait 
who ſocuer beleeueth ſhall be lauen: it is 
even ſo, but not after every kinde ot be- 
liefe: foz then why ſhoulde not thels to 


ſoꝑtes of hearers bee ſaued, it is marnep- 


lous when the ſcripture is ſo tuident, and 
our Saniour Chaift ſpeaketh ſo plamelp, 
that this groſfe aud doltiſh errsur ſhoulde 
poſſeſſe the mindes ot ſo many. Mut in 
deede it is a ſweete doctrine , - when ia man 
may let looſe the raines to all the laſſtes of 
the fleſhe, at the leaſt thus fatre, :nof-to 
vere and tozment him ſelfe in ſubduing 
them, and yet by faith to beeſayey. When 
Heanen and hell meete together, and God 
and the diuell bee reconciled; then fall 
thele fleſhly Epicures, and vaine pzoude 


men come to their happinclle , Mhen 
Chʒziſt 


Parable of the Sower. 
Chꝛiſt ſhall denye that which he hath heere 


uers⸗ 
| Let men therefoꝛe take heede that thoy x 
bee not deceyued, noz made flacke in loo⸗ 
king to the kruites of their faith and moꝛti⸗ 
fication of vaine fleſhlꝑ luſtes, thꝛough the 
pꝛophane pzatling of ſuch wozlbly belle 
Gods: beleeue not them, but beleeue Jes 
ſus Chꝛiſt who telleth pou that it is not e- 
nough to heare the woꝛd, and to recetue it 
with top, and to let it grow in vs, vnlefſe 
it bꝛing foo2th reaſonable and timely fruite 

in vs. 
gaine, let vs marke how ſtrong and 
inuincible an Argument may bee gathe- 
red out of this text againſt all contem⸗ 
ners and diſpiſers of the woꝛde, ſuch as 
care not fs: hearing: theſe thꝛee ſoꝛtes of 
hearers, are beto2s them, and neerer to chꝛi - 
ſtianitie then they, and pet come ſhozt: 
therefoꝛe it mult needes follow, that ſuch 
tanozant Atheilts,as nepther know, noz 
defire to know any thing aboue this 
woꝛlde, are very farre from God, although 
they would ſeeme with their month and 
ups to d2aw neere vnto him. Foz ik this 
| C.ij. mat⸗ 


vttered, then ſhall theſe bee frue belee- - 


_ _"ASermon oa the 

makter were well ebſerned , men woulds 
not regarde noꝛ have thoſe men in eſtima- 
tion to bee good and honeſt, who are very 
dogges oz ſwine, not regarding the paeti- 
ous pearle ofthe Goſpel, but readie to bark 
and bite at thoſe which bꝛing it. Let a man 
inquire thus, not of a fe w, but᷑ of the area- 
teſt part of men, howe ſay pee to ſuch a 


man, what thinke pee of him? hee is (ſay 
they) a very good man, a good natured 


man, a gentle perſon, truſtie to his friend, 


fare of his wo2de, and doth keepe as good 
ule as any man of his calling in all 
His ſhire, But how is hee affected vnto 
Gods wonde:is he zealous in religion? Nay 
ſurelp, J did neuer heare that hee did deale 
that wap, he is a very qupet man, no med - 
ler at al. notable honeſt man, as deuoute 
in the lawes of God as the hoꝛle which hee 
rideth vpon, as tarefull to haue Gods glozy 
aduanced, as the ſwine in the ſtpe, a great 
deale behinde theſe vnpꝛolitable bearers, 
which are caſtawapes: and yet fozſooth- 
being very bꝛuite beaffes befoz8 God (in 
the ſtate they bee in, yet vnlefſe the Loꝛde 
tall them to bee zealous of his glo2ye) 
they mut bee reputed foz the belt pn 
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Parable ofthe Sower: 
Our feldes are full of ſuch Cattell astheſe, 
and if the Lozde do not puttohis helping 


hand, our caſe is verie miſerable. It anę ot 


thoſe which were ſo zealous to hears, that 
they would to their hinderaunce in wozlbly 
matters leaue off their buũneſſe, and fol⸗ 
low pꝛeaching, as theſe which flocked to 
heare Chꝛiſt, were vet neuertheleſſereiec- 
ted, becauſe they did not ſincerely as they 


chould: what ſhall wee ſay ef thoſe which 


will not Kep out at their does, euen when 
they haue nothing to do, vnlefſe it be ts (if 
at carves oz tables. It ſuch a man maye 
hee. damned, as is moued with ſome de- 


light, when hee heareth the wozde pꝛea⸗ 


"hed : What Gall we indge of thole woods 
den blockes and ſottiſh men, who feele no 
moze tore in it then a volt , when it is 
bttered vnto them? It there be ſome goe to 
deſtruction, Which confozme themſelues 
and haue a ſhewe of fruite by the wozd : 
where ſhall thoſe w:etches appeare, whom 
the holy wozde of God kan not mous one 
whit, to refozme their diſoꝛder ed and beaft- 


Ip behauiours. J node not to ſtande to 


inueigh out of this place againſt thoſe 
C.lij, bels 
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bethounvs, which dare open their manthes 
ts noch and flaunder the ſetting forth 
of the Goſpell. The Love buniuth the 
number oi them. 
The laſt ninde ol grounde, are the gd 
hearers, which de not anely receiue the 
ſerde, but alis bꝛing foꝛth the fruites there- 
_ of, mot euetie one alike o2 in 
the ſame moaſure, fozſome bꝛing foozth 
an. hundzeth folde, ſome ſixtie folde , ſome 
thirtie folde , accozding to the meaſure of 
Gods graren them. 
Although here bee great ods in bꝛing⸗ 
ing f2th the fruites, yet they: bee all ac- 
cepfed. and : accompted foz god grounde, 
true Chꝛiſtians, and ſincere pꝛoleſlozs of 
godlineſſe: now as we bee taught here 
that it is required of all to bee doers , as 
SD. Iames ſauh, and nat hearers only, cha. 
I. ber. 2 2. ſaare we alſo taught, not to de. 
ſytſe oꝛ raſhly to condemne thoſe, whiche 
dw not bzing fanth ſo great a meaſure of 
fruite as others do: True it is, as Chailk 
faith, herein is my father glozified , that 
ve bꝛing feꝛth much fruite. John 15.5. 
But it is alſo as true which hee ſaith in 
the ſeconde verſe ol the ſame chapter, E- 

uery 


r 


Parable of the: over. 


uerie baannch that bꝛingeth fwzth fruits, 
dw pargity, that it map bing ſozth mozs 
kruite. Then ts hing foꝛih molt, is moſt 
of all te bes vefired , that God mays haue 
the greateſt glozie: to bzing foozth the leaſt 
is not to bee tonfemned, becauſe the Loꝛs 
in time dooth purge them, and make them 
moze fruitfull. J neede not to ſtand heere 
foz to handle many thinges, oz to make 
large expoſition , the matter is exceeding 
plaine, there is no moze hut this, that all 
our carein hearing and pzdfeſſing the Gol⸗ 
pell, be to receiue it into god ground, and to 
bꝛing fozth the fruits thereof. What ſhoulo 
I ſtand to rip vp the ſhamefull abuſe in the 
tontrarie, fo vtter how many euill fruites 
there bee in many which are Golpellers. 
This ch oulde bee but as it were to light a 
, candle in the clear Hun ſhine, fo2 all men 
do ſex them. J donot ſpeaRethis,as thoygb 
it ſhould not bee. gosd tes trpe out agatnit 
them: but betauſe eee things which 
IJ haue now vttuted, do fully diſcloſe them. 


2 
And therefoze J wilk here ende, deſiring 
the Loꝛd to weite theſe things in our hearts, 
which wee haue Heard with our outward 
C.lliy. cares, 
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This Book formed a part of 
the Library of 


George Stokes, Esg. 


1 18 the Founder (A. D. 1840), while 
th 1 living at Colchester, of . 


The Parker Society, 


ſor the publication of the works of <a 
the fathers, and early writers of 
the Reformed English Church.“ 
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(Galatians vi. 14.) 
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